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The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

September 26 & 27, 2020  
 

Children of God Are: Free to Forgive. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Not Unto Us 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 392 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.1 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner.  

 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  

 
 

 Invocation: Following the opening hymn, the service begins with the invocation (meaning “to call 

upon”). In the words of the invocation, the congregation is assured that the God they are worshiping is 

the true God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The invocation also reminds worshipers of the words used in 

Holy Baptism – words by which they were adopted into the family of God and made members of his 

Church. The invocation reminds us that only through faith can we come into God’s house and approach 

God’s heavenly throne. We invoke God only because we have been made one of God’s gathered guests 

through the waters of Baptism. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving 

you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Genesis 50:15-21 

 

Because God forgave all his sins, Joseph also forgave his brothers. 

 

 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge 

against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” So they sent word to Joseph, saying, 

“Your father left these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to 

forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please 

forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph 

wept. 

 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 

 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but 

God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, 

don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to 

them. 

  

Psalm of the Day Psalm 103 (see pg. 14) 

 

Because God forgives all our sins, we praise his name and live in peace.  
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Second Lesson Ephesians 4:29 – 5:2  

 

Because God forgives all our sins, we should also forgive each other. 

 

 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 

others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy 

Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and 

anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one 

another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved 

us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Because God forgives all our sins, we too are called to forgive others. 

 

 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he 

sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 

As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he 

was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold 

to repay the debt. 

 “The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 

everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  
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 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 

 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ 

 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the 

debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told 

their master everything that had happened. 

 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of 

yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on 

you?’ In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 

owed. 

 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your 

heart.” 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) The Master Hath Come 

Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Susan Geschke 

 

The Master has come, and he calls us to follow 

The track of the footprints he leaves on our way; 

Far over the mountain and through the deep hollow, 

The path leads us on to the mansions of day; 

The Master has called us, the children who fear him, 

Who march ‘neath Christ’s banner, his own little band; 

We love him and seek him, we long to be near him, 

And rest in the light of his beautiful land. 

 

The Master has called us; the road may be dreary, 

And dangers and sorrows are strewn on the track; 

But God’s Holy Spirit shall comfort the weary; 

We follow the Savior and will not turn back. 

The Master has called us; though doubt and temptation 

May compass our journey, we cheerfully sing: 

“Press onward, look upward,” through much tribulation; 

The children of Zion will follow their King.  
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Hymn of the Day Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 

 Christian Worship 493 

 

 

Sermon Genesis 50:15-21 

Freely Forgive 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn When Peace Like a River 

  Christian Worship Supplement 760 

 

 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul 

 Christian Worship 238 

 

 

Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Compassion Ministry 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Dan Schmal, organ (Sunday) 

 

 Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The altar flowers are placed by Paul and Jeanne Lehninger in thanksgiving for blessings 

received. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Dorothy Felsing, now under hospice care. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.  

“Not Unto Us” Text and tune © 1975 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Psalm 103” Tune © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“The Master Hath Come” Text public domain.  

“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” Text and tune public domain. 

“When Peace Like a River” Text and tune public domain. 

 “Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul” Text and tune public domain.  
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Psalm 103 

 
  

 Praise the LORD, O my soul; 

  all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

 

 He forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 

 he redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with love and compassion. Refrain 

 

 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 

  slow to anger, abounding in love. 

 

 He does not treat us as our sins deserve 

  or repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

  so great is his love for those who fear him; 

 

 as far as the east is from the west, 

  so far has he removed our transgressions from us. Refrain 

 

 As a father has compassion on his children, 

  so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 

 

 for he knows how we are formed, 

  he remembers that we are dust.  

 



pg. 15 

 

 Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field; 

  the wind blows over it, and it is gone. 

 

 But the LORD’s love is with those who fear him 

  from everlasting to everlasting. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 17 
 

 

M Lamentations 3:22-33 2 Samuel 12:19-23 

T Hebrews 12:4-11 James 1:2-12 

W Job 2:1-10 James 5:7-11 

R Ephesians 6:18-20 Mark 6:14-29 

F Hebrews 10:35-39 Isaiah 29:14-21 

S Luke 21:10-19 Revelation 2:8-11 

   



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org 


